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Religious Research and “Encounter-type” Field Work
Nobutaka INOUE

Abstract: Field work is one of the important research methods in the
study of religion. Field work, which engages the human person, is filled
with several subtle problems. In a method which takes a specific inform-
ant as its object and proceeds to an inquiry based on the information
gathered there, between the researcher and the informant problems,
including human relations, which both precede and surpass the research
are engaged. Certain anthropologists have shown an acute awareness of
these problems and have been carrying on the discussion concerning
them. In the study of religion as well, where field work based on various
techniques has become a popular research method, this is a theme which
needs to be seriously examined. In this paper “encounter-type” field
work, indicating the situation where the researcher and informant come
face-to-face on a personal level, and through this encounter establish a
new human relationship which has the possibility of mutually influencing
them in the future, is proposed as a new category for discussing field
work. Furthermore, in matters relating to religion what kinds of special
characteristics emerge when this “encounter-type” field work is employed
are discussed.
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Religion of Ancient Mesopotamia
and Studies of Folk Religions

Kazuko WATANABE

Abstract: Some methods of religious studies for ancient religions have
been proposed also in the world of religious studies in Japan. Among
them there are, however, very few which aim at a systematical under-
standing of ancient religions. The religions of the Ancient Near East
have been argued only eclectically, mostly in the framework of biblical
studies, and have not been understocd as a whole. At present the field
of research on the Ancient Near East is divided into several parts; for
example the relevant texts are treated by philolegists, the figurative art
by archaeologists. Neither religicus texts nor religious figurative art have
been seriously inquired into from the point of view of the interests of
religious studies. It is especially difficult to represent the religion of
Ancient Mesopotamia as a whole, because of its diversity and of the
constant infusion of new material. Therefore, it is important to elucidate
their internal relations and is insufficient to argue individual religious
phenomena by the methcds of the phenomenological study of religions,
Ancient religions have many aspects in commoen with folk religions.
From the viewpoint of the apprcaches to folk religion which consider
ancient religions to be folk religions it would be feasible to study both
religious texts and the religious figurative art of Ancient Mesopotamia
synthetically in order to open the path to a systematical understanding
of the religion of Ancient Mesopotamia.
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